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Introducing Our New Program Director

“I have loved
Kids’ Place from
the moment |
started.”

id’'s Place is pleased to in-

troduce Ms. Terry Chi as our

new director. Terry took
over as Interim Program Manager
in January, 2008 and has been
hired as our new Director, effective
April 15th. Ms. Terry hails from
Bettendorf, lowa part of the Quad
Cities. In January she received her
Bachelor of Science Degree in Social Work from St. Louis Uni-
versity. Terry is no stranger to Kids' Place as she has worked
with our organization as a lead teacher since 2005. Terry has
worked with all age levels, has helped develop curriculum and
served as a Kids’' Place summer camp counselor. Ms. Terry
says, “l have loved Kids’ Place from the moment | started.” It is
no wonder that children, parents, staff and board have all wel-
comed her with joy. We wish Ms. Terry the best as she contin-
ues the tradition of providing a “safe place for all children to
shine” at Kids’ Place.
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RESILIENCE

HALF WAY TO THE GOAL!

hank you for your generous support!
As a privately funded program we

rely on investments from the com-
munity and we hope that if you have not
yet made a contribution, you will consider
making Kids’ Place a priority in your chari-
table giving. Gifts at any level are very
much appreciated, and are used to provide
a safe and nurturing after-school experi-
ence for our students. So far this school
year we have
raised 50% of our
goal. Your gift sup-
ports Kids’ Place in
promising a brighter
future for at-risk
children for years to
come. A gift enve-
lope is enclosed for
your convenience.

If you are interested in learning more about
our vital programming or making a gift
please contact Kids’ Place at (314) 863-
8055 or email .

*& %



\\ //
>»- WISHES DO COME TRUE!

e’re thrilled that our annual Wish Upon a
Star was again a big success raising

$34,500, which is

I It was a beautiful and sunny fall afternoon
filled with good food and drink, along with exciting
auction items.

Over 100 friends of Kids’ Place gathered in the Mad
Art Gallery in St. Louis to sample delicious food and
drink and bid on items including weekend getaways,
vacation homes, event tickets, gourmet treats and
original works of art. All items were donated by the
numerous talented and generous individuals and
businesses that support Kids’ Place. Thank you for
your support, we couldn’t do it without the strength
of so many in our community!

Next fall our annual event will be held at the Shel-
don Concert Hall in conjunction with an exhibit titled
"My Life, Your Life", featuring an art and cultural
learning exchange program between Kids' Place
and school children in Mozambique!
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¢ YOGA

n Tuesday afternoons you can see children

balancing, stretching, challenging their mus-
cles and connecting

with quiet places inside them-

selves as Kids’ Place children

join other community children

in a Kids’ Yoga Class. Kids’

Yoga is led by Margaret

Campbell-Davis MSW, who is

a certified Yoga instructor.

Practicing yoga helps our children learn to control

their bodies, focus their energy, respect the skills

and spaces of other people and continue to work at

a difficult task. Ms. Margaret incorporates games

into her yoga class, while keeping the essential

breathing and postures of yoga intact. This helps

the children enjoy this form of physical fithess while

they also learn to honor the bodies they have been

given and celebrate their successes. When asked

what he thinks about yoga, Michael, a kindergartner

says, “YES! | love it. Yoga’'s my favorite!”
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We truly appreciate the efforts of event co-chairs

Ellen Langston and Sandy Marsh. Special thanks to
our 2007 event sponsors:

oH# ot '
Parkview Neighborhood Association
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Jane and Kent McNeil
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The 8:30 Group at The Echo, Breitmayer Community
Ministries of Grace United Methodist, Macon and Pe-
ter Finley, Sigrid and Ed Renner, Bill Solomon
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Barbara Singer Demerath, Emily and Michael Dem-
erath, Ellen and Randy Langston, Sandy and Steve
Marsh, Cindy and Tom Mitchell, Oscar Roeder, Geri
and Dick Schul, Jennifer Shult
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Lynne and Jerry Breakstone, Bethe and Keith Bright-
field, Chemical Interchange, Rich Connors, Mya and
Joel Emery, Vicki Gonzalez-Rubio, Lisa Greening
and Sam Blumoff, Kids’ Place Staff 2007-2008, Kids’
PlaceVolunteer Alumni, Linda and David Landesman,
Diane and James Pratl, Christine Alfred Schmiz,
United Methodist Church of Kalona lowa, V.Vegaz
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PURIM FESTIVAL

n Thursday, March 20 Kids’' Place K-4™

graders were invited to Brith Sholom Kne-

seth Israel to attend their Purim celebra-
tion. This included fun carnival games and prizes,
face painting, and some creative balloon animals.
The highlight of the evening was a lively and color-
ful performance by the children of the Everyday
Circus. The kids had a wonderful time and send a
big thank you to Board Chairman Bill Solomon,
who arranged this entertaining opportunity!

BUILDING A LOVE OF READING

t the end-of-the-semester party, all Kids’

Place kids took a book to add to their own

home libraries, in hopes that it would give
them some new reading material for the winter
break. These books were generously provided by
the patrons of Left Bank Books, who were given
the opportunity to pick a child’s name from the An-
gel Tree. As for their reading at Kids’ Place, the
students have clocked 29,582 minutes in reading!
Thank you Left Bank Books and customers for
helping build a love of reading in the hearts and
minds of our kids!
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

TKEs Offer Leadership Program to Kids’ Place Students

volunteers from Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity

at Washington University volunteer with Kids’
Place. The TKEs created and led curriculum for the
kids that focused on leadership and team-building
each Tuesday. This has been a valuable experience
not only for our children, but also for the volunteers
who work with them. This collaboration has helped
us work towards our program goal of good citizen for
all of our students. Alex Jeffrey shared that, /0
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T his semester we have been happy to have

1 2

David M. Liu another vol-
unteer commented that,
“In our activities we have
found that unfortunately a
common problem solving
strategy among the kids
is often times aggression.
A lot of our activities are
designed to force the
kids to communicate and work together. It is amaz-
ing to see the difference just an hour a week can
make in children’s lives.” Pehr Hovey, the President
of the TKE chapter summarized the collaborative
experience saying “The Kids' Place program as a
whole seems to play an incredibly positive role in
these kids’ lives now and in their futures.” We con-
sider ourselves lucky to be part of that role and
teach these children a few key skills that will prove
valuable now and in the lifetime to come. At Kids’
Place we're very thankful for their participation and
hope to have their support in future semesters.

“It is amazing to
see the difference
just an hour a
week can make in
children’s lives.”

Thank you Tau Kappa Epsilon!
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Kids’ Place

A Safe Place for All Children to Shine!
6901 Washington Avenue

St. Louis, Missouri 63130
www.kidsplace-stl.org
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Board of Directors

Bill Solomon, Chair

Stephanie Beckley-Schuster, MSW
Bethe Brightfield, MS, Eds
Margaret Campbell-Davis, MSW
Joel Emery

Mya Emery

Peter Finley

Victoria Gonzalez-Rubio, Ph .D.
Chris Herrington

Ellen Langston

Glen Light

Tom Mitchell

Edward Renner

Brenda Stobbe, M.Th

Nate Suddeth

Amanda Wilson Varner

Honorary Board Members

Karen Greening, MSW
Robert Paine, MD
Jane Paine

Nora Porter, MD
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KIDS’ PLACE: ABOUT US

Kids’ Place - A safe place for all children to shine!

has operated to provide a free

safe and nurturing after school
experience, including mentoring and
nutrition, for at risk children of Delmar-
Harvard elementary school in University
City. From a humble beginning of one
afternoon a week with 22 children, 12
volunteers and $1,200 in donations, the
program has grown to four afternoons
and two evenings a week with 50 chil-
dren, one full time and seven part time
paid staff and over 100 volunteers from
nearby churches, synagogues and uni-
versities, and an operating budget of
over $125,000 a year.

| or the past 10 years, Kids’ Place
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